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1. Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried oat on the basis of: 

j"^Pj The international application in the language in which it was filed. ' 

□ A translation of the international application into . which is the language of a 

translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)). 

b. | ] This international search report has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake authorized by or 
' > notified to this Authority under Rule 9 i (Rule 43.66w(a)). 

c. j^j With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. I. 

2 EZ1 CertninclsimswEI ' ef0UlldunscarcllRt),e ^ SeeBoxNo ' 11 ^ 
3i j x j Unity of invention is lacking (See Box No. HI), 
4_ With regard to the title, 

the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 
| J the text lias been established by th is Authority to' read as follows: 



5, With regard to the abstract, 
the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2, by this Authority as it appears in Box No. IV. The applicant may, within one 
month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. With regard to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 1 

[X j as suggested by the applicant. 

j as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| j a S selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention. 

b. [ [ none of the figures is to be published with the abstract, 
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 1 7(2)(a) for the following 
reasons: 

1. . Q Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



□ 



Claims Nos,: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



| | Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Ruie 6.4(a) 



Box No. Ill Observations ^vhere unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
(Please see supplemental box I) 



j I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all 
— searchable claims. 

2 f ( As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite 

payment of additional fees, 

3 I "1 As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report 
' — 1 covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



fx] ^° required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
— restricted to the invention covered by claims Nos.: S - 13 



Remark on Protest Q The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, 

the payment of a protest fee. 

[ | The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable 
protest fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation. 

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Supplemental Box I 

(To be used when the- space in any of Boxes I to TV is not sufficient) . 

Continuation of Box No; III 

This Internationa! Searching Authority has found that there are fifteen different inventions as follows: 

• Claims I - 4 are directed to a facial mask. It is considered that a frame, a substructure and a cushion, the 
cushion is fanned at least in part from foam, the substructure is formed from a materia! that is more rigid than 
the foam portion of the cushion, the surface is constructed and arranged to lie at a first angle in a first region of 
the cushion and to lie at a second angle in a second region of the cushion wherein the first and second angles 
are different comprises a first distinguishing feature. 

• Claims 5 - 13 are directed towards a facial mask. It is considered that a foam cushion that forms a face 
contacting portion to effect a seal, a cross-section of the cushion tapers from a wider cross-section to a 
narrower cross-section closer to the face and the tapered portion defines an inside surface adjacent an interior 
of the cushion and an outside surface comprises a second distinguishing feature. 

• Claims 14, 1 6, 17, 21 and 23 - 26 are directed towards a cushioning component. It is considered that inner side 
defined by the side facing the centre of the mask, an outer side defined by a side facing away from the centre 
of the mask; and a base side facing the frame or clip portion; wherein the length of outer side is greater than 
the inner side comprises a third distinguishing feature. , 

• Claims 15, 1 8 - 20 are directed towards an interfacing structure. It is considered that a clip portion joined to a 
" cushioning component, wherein an upper surface of the clip portion is joined to a base surface of the 

cushioning component; and wherein at least a portion of the upper surface is angled to provide a moment force 
on cushioning component, when force is applied into the cushioning component comprises a fourth 
distinguishing feature. 

• Claim 22 is directed towards a nasal mask, It is considered that a frame removably connected to an interfacing 
structure, wherein the interfacing structure includes a cushioning component constructed of foam material, and 
wherein the height of the interfacing structure is reduced in relation to region that is adapted to contact the 
upper lip region of a patient's face comprises a fifth distinguishing feature, 

• Claims 27-31 are directed towards a foam cushion. It is considered that at least a portion of the foam cushion 
is adapted to rotate towards/away from the centre of the mask when pressure is applied into the cushion by the 
patient's face and wherein at least a portion of the outer side wall of said cushion is adapted to form a seal 
against the face of a patient comprises a sixth distinguishing feature. 

• . Claims 32 and 33 are directed towards a foam cushion. It is considered that at least one cross section of the 

cushion includes at least outer and inner side wall, wherein the outer side wall is longer than the inner side 
wall comprises a seventh distinguishing feature. 

• Claims 34 and 35 are directed towards a foam cushion. It is considered that a first surface for contacting 
patient's face and a second surface opposed to the first surface, wherein the second surface is joined to a clip 
portion and wherein the length of the cross section of second surface is greater than the length of the cross 
section of the clip portion comprises an eighth distinguishing feature. 

• Claim 36 is directed towards a flexible cushion. It is considered that a foam patient interface joined to a 
compressed foam clip portion comprises a ninth distinguishing feature, 

» Claim 37 is directed towards a foam cushion. It is considered that one weakened region positioned on either 
side of the patient's nasal bridge to prevent pinching or buckling of foam comprises a tenth distinguishing 
feature. 

• Claims 38 and 39 are directed towards a foam cushion. It is considered that the first layer is less dense than 
second layer comprises an eleventh distinguishing feature,. 

[Continued in Supplemental Box 11] 
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(To be used when the space in any of Boxes r to VIII is not sufficient) . 

Continuation of Box No: Supplemental Box I 

• Claim 40 is directed towards a foam cushion. It is considered that first layer is softer than second layer 
comprises a twelfth distinguishing feature. 

• Claims 41 - 45 are directed towards a cushioning component. It is considered that a patient contacting surface; 
that is adapted to contact a patient, in use, has a rounded cross sectional profile and a base surface opposed to 
the patient contacting surface comprises a thirteenth distinguishing feature. 

• Claims 46-51 are directed towards a mask comprising a removable interfacing structure. It is considered that 
a patient contacting surface that is adapted to contact a patient, in use, has a rounded cross sectional profile 
and a base surface opposed to the patient contacting surface is joined to a clip portion, and wherein the clip 
portion is adapted to be removably joined to a frame of said mask comprises fourteenth distinguishing feature. 

• Claims 52 and 53 are directed towards a mask. It is considered that a frame and an interfacing structure, 
wherein the interfacing structure comprises a clip portion joined to cushioning component, and wherein the 
frame is more rigid than the clip portion and the clip portion is more rigid than the cushioning portion 
comprises a fifteenth distinguishing feature. 
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